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EQUAL RIGHTS HEARING POSTPONED 


On account of the funeral of former President Wilson on Wednesday, February 6th, the Equal Rights hearing, arranged 
for that date, before the Senate Judiciary Committee, was postponed. The new date will be announced later. 
The deputation of New England women to President Coolidge, planned for the same date, has been postponed until 


February 14. 


French Bill Meets Opposition 


HE recent bill for “family suffrage” 

proposed in the French legislature is 
attracting much attention. This bill 
would give the head of a family a vote for 
each minor child, and would not benefit 
women except in the case of a widowed 
mother. 


_ According to La Francaise, organe du 
Conseil National des Femmes Francaise, 
the bill is opposed by feminists and by 
many others who claim that it would not 
have the least effect in promoting its sup- 
posed object—an increase of population. 
They ridicule the idea of extra votes being 
any real inducement to a man to under- 
take the bringing up of a larger family. 
The paper sees little hope for votes for 
women in the present session. 


Equal Pay Demanded by Policewomen 


EW YORK policewomen, according 
to an account in the New York 


___.Times of January 30, have appealed to 


Corporation Counsel George P. Nicholson 


for a ruling on the refusal of Controller - 


Craig to certify an increase in their an- 
nual pay, to accord with that received 
by the policemen and firemen under the 
referendum which carried the increase in 
the last election. They intend to hold 
a mass-meeting as a protest. 

The appeal to the Corporation Counsel 
was signed by Miss Hortense Thompson, 
president of the Patrolwomen’s Benevo- 
lent Association, and Mrs. Mary A. Sulli- 
van, president of an organization started 
after the first policewomen were ap- 
pointed under the new law. 


The women said that it was their un- 
derstanding, when the referendum was 
being drawn, that they were to be in- 
cluded in the advance in pay on a footing 
with the men. The policewomen receive 
an annual salary of $2,250, and the patrol- 
woman’s salary is from $1,769 to $2,280. 
They said that in the belief that they 
were to receive the rise they took an active 
part in the campaign of the policemen 
and firemen which brought about passage 
of the referendum. On the first of Jan- 
uary their pay checks revealed that they 
were being paid under the old scale. 


Empty Honors Accorded Co-eds 


T has come to be the custom for all 
class presidents in the University of 
Chicago to be men, and all the vice-presi- 


dents women, a discrimination which has 
caused complaint. 

This year, however, the girls have been 
made to realize their positions. Three 
class presidents, sophomores, juniors and 
seniors, through force of circumstances, 
were compelled to step out of their posi- 
tions. 

Were the vice-presidents allowed to 
take the places, as is customary with vice- 
presidents? No! The masculine students 
decided that commencement activities and 
pleasures, conducted by women, could not 
be thought of. ° 

A special election was called, something 
that would not have been done had the 
class vice-presidents heen boys instead of 
girls. 

The girls have realized at last that they 
have been accepting empty honors. 


Women Teachers Must Not Marry 


HE VOTE, London, England, con- 
tinues its fight in the interest of 


married women as teachers. In its issne 
of January 25 it comments upon the de- 


termined persecution of married women 
ieachers by the London County Council: 


“Tt is evidently determined that 
no married women shall remain on 
its staffs, if this can possibly be 
avoided. In order to remove any 
doubt about the matter, if such doubt 
lingers anywhere, the General Pur- 
poses Committee recommends that 
the standing order shall be altered 
to provide that the marriage of a 
woman shall put an end to her con- 
tract of service with the Council, as 
from and including the date of her 
marriage. There is at present an 
exemption which applies to ‘married 
women whose husbands are totally or 
permanently incapacitated from sup- 
porting them,’ and the Committee ex- 
presses the opinion that this means 
totally or permanently incapacitated 
physically or mentally, and would 
not include mere inability arising, 
for instance, from a period of unem- 
ployment. 

“Women naturally resent’ the 
gvrandfatherly interference of mem- 
bers of the London County Council 
in taking away from them the right 
to earn money at the profession for 
which they have been _ trained. 
Whether women have husbands who 
are able (though perhaps not always 
willing) to support them or not is no 
business of these Councillors. Their 
business is to see that the children 
have competent teachers, and the only 
reason for dismissing teachers should 
be incompetence,” 


Equality Is the Issue 
EFERRING to the report of a Select 
Committee appointed to consider 
the imposing ofa tax on betting, The 
Vote, feminist paper of London, England, 
comments as follows in the issue of Jan- 
uary 18: 


“The Committee’s Report states 
that the evidence it obtained estab- 
lishes the fact that women are betting 
to a very large and steadily increas- 
ing extent. Bookmakers and their 
agents have begun a system of can- 
vassing the homes of the artisan 
classes and inducing women to bet. 
The Committee’s comment is that this 
is most pernicious, as it can only be 
done out of the housekeeping money, 
and probably without the husband’s 
knowledge. We have no wish to un- 
derrate the evils of betting, or of its 
injurious effects upon the homes of 
the community, but we would point 
out that the effects of betting are just 
as pernicious when practiced by the 
working man as by the working 
woman. The husband bets without 


the knowledge of his wife. and his bets 
almost certainly will come out of the 


housekeeping money. It may be ar- 
gued that the workingman often has 
a margin of pocket-money to spend 
as he pleases, whereas his wife has 
no such margin, but is expected to 
spend every penny she gets on the 
housekeeping. Unfortunately, this is 
the position of many wives, and we 
think that position should be altered. 
We have no desire to see more women 
betting, but we think that a wife 
should have a claim to a fair propor- 
tion of her husband’s income or earn- 
ings, and that that proportion should 
include a margin for pocket-money 
for recreation, amusement or expendi- 
ture in any way she pleases, whenever 
there is a similar margin for the hus- 
band. This Select Committee’s stric- 
tures rather imply that the working- 
class wife is in the position of an un- 
paid servant.” 


Woman’s College Asserts Independence 


HE following quotation from Col- 

lier’s, February Ist, shows that 
women are independent in thought and 
demand expression: 


“Vassar College has boldly and 
wisely told its teachers that they 
shall have complete liberty and free- 
dom of research, instruction, and ut- 
terance upon matters of opinion, just 
so they stay within the limits of law. 
One of these days our schools every- 
where will recognize that their real 
job is to teach young folks not what 
to think, but how to think and what 
to think about.” 
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February 16, 1924 
THE EQUAL RIGHTS BILL 


Ectracts From an Article. 


From the Evening Sun, Baltimore, Md., 
January 23, 1924. 


By Jacon M. Mosss. 


66 HE ‘Equal Rights Bill’ introduced 
| in the House of Delegates by Mr. 
David K. E. Bruce of Baltimore, is de- 
signed to remove certain unjust, and in 
most cases antiquated, legal disabilities 
or discriminations to which the women of 
Maryland have long been subjected. If 
the bill becomes a law it will make the cul- 
minating step in Maryland of the bitter 
but always progressive and inspiring 
struggle to emancipate women from their 
ancient and original state of slavery and 
make them the legal and political equals 
of their brothers. 


“Those who are unfamiliar with history 
will take exception and others will be 
shocked at my use of the word ‘slavery’ 
in describing the position of women in 
both ancient and modern times, but, as a 
matter of fact, it is only during the last 
half century that some of the most degrad- 
ing disabilities under which women suf- 
fered since their slavery days were re- 
moved in England and in some of the 
United States, including Maryland. To 
those who regard the word ‘slavery’ as too 
harsh in this connection, let me refer to 
the following facts: 


“Under the common law: of “England 
which Maryland and the other Colonies 
inherited from the mother country, a mar- 
ried woman was not permitted to own 
property, for immediately upon marriage 
the woman’s property of every kind and 
everything she subsequently atquired by 
gift, will or by her own labor become ab- 
solutely under her husband’s control and 
subject to his debts. He could even dis- 
pose of her marriage portion, by will or 
otherwise, and leave her absolutely desti- 
tute. The earnings of the wife belonged 
to the husband just as the earnings of the 
slave belonged to the master, and even 
today in our own enlightened Maryland, 
the earnings of the wife still belong to the 
husband. The wife, no more than the 
slave, could make a legal contract, or en- 
gage in business, be a witness, sue or be 
sued. Just as the children of the slave 
belonged to the master, so those of the 
wife belonged to the husband. Even after 
his death the wife was not the legal guard- 
ian of her own children unless the hus: 
band made her so by his will. 


“While living he could give them 
away, and at death could will them 
as he pleased. He dictated the form 
of education and religion they should 
be taught, and if the parents differed 
in religion the wife was forced to 
teach the husband’s faith. Like the 
slave, if the wife left her husband 
she could take nothing with her, as 


she had no legal claim to her chil- 
dren, her clothing, nor her most per- 
sonal possessions. (See “The Sub- 
jection of Women,” by John Stuart 
Mill.)’ 


“In this connection it may be interest- 
ing to quote Blackstone, perhaps the high- 
est authority upon the subject. In speak- 
ing of how property may be acquired, he 
says: 


“*‘A sixth method of acquiring 
property in goods and chattels is by 
marriage; whereby those chattels, 
which belonged formerly to the wife, 
are by act of law vested in the hus- 
band, with the same degree of prop- 
erty and the same powers as the wife 
when sole head over them. 


“<‘This depends entirely on the no- 
tion of a unity of person between the 
husband and wife; it being held that 
they are one person in law, so that the 
very being and existence of the woman 
is suspended during the coverture, 
or entirely merged or incorporated in 
that of the husband. And hence it 
follows that whatever personal prop- 
erty belonged to the wife before mar- 
riage is by marriage absolutely vested 
in the husband. (Blackstone’s Com- 
mentaries, Book II, pp. 433, 435.)’ 


“And in speaking of the legal conse. 
quences of marriage he says: 


“The husband also, by the old law, 
might give his wife moderate correc- 
tion. For, as he is to answer for her 
misbehavior, the law thought it rea- 
sonable to intrust him with this 
power of restraining her, by domestic 
chastisement, in the same moderation 
that a man is allowed to correct his 
apprentice or children. * * * The 
civil law gave the husband the same 
or a larger authority over his wife, 
allowing him for some misdemeanors 
flagellis et fustibus acriter ververare 
uxorem (which in plain English 
means to thrash her severely with 
whips and clubs).’ 


“So that we cannot help smiling when 
dear old Blackstone closes the discussion 
with the following observations: 


“ ‘These are the chief legal effects of 
marriage during the coverture; upon 
which we may observe, that even the 
disabilities which the wife lies un- 
der are for the most part intended for 
her protection and benefit; so great 
a favorite is the female sex of the laws 
of England.’ 


“Just so! Blackstone in one sentence 
speaks of the ‘disabilities’ of married 
women and in the next of the ‘protection 
and benefit? which these ‘disabilities’ 
bring her. The great jurist was lecturing 
at the University of Oxford and he had to 
justify as best he could the rigors of the 
great and much worshiped common law. 
And right here the mischief started, for 
the students of the law for all subsequent 
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generations and the professors and the 
judges, and last, but not least, the great 
and learned bar, all nodded their solemn 
assent to the infallible words of wisdom 
of this peerless authority and—well, that 
just settles it! Women must be deprived 
of their personal and property rights for 
their own protection and benefit, forsooth, 
because they are such great favorites of 
the law and are so much loved and honored 
by men, upon the principle, no doubt, that 
‘Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth !’ 


“*But,’ exclaims the grave and learned 
opposition, ‘why have these long-suffering 
female creatures supinely submitted all 
these years to such oppression by their 
lords and masters? Why have they not 
complained? Why does the large major- 
ity even now acquiesce, apparently? Why 
leave it to a small, aggressive, persistent, 
irritating and annoying group of females 
affiliated mainly with the National Wom- 
an’s Party to create such a disturbance 
in the body politic—all for the purpose of 
freeing themselves and their sisters from 
these unjust and time-honored disabilities 
which both men and women have been 
taught for ages by the learned bench and 
bar and professors of law to believe are 
sacred and immutable? Let that great 
English philosopher and economist, John 
Stuart Mill, reply: 


“*All causes, social and natural, 
combine to make it unlikely that 
women should be collectively rebel- 
lious to the power of men. They are 
so far in a position different from all 
other subject classes that their mas- 
ters require something more from 
them than actual service. Men do not 
want solely the obedience of women; 
they want their sentiments. All men, 
except the most brutish, desire to 
have in the woman most nearly con- 
nected with them not a forced slave, 
hut a willing one, not a slave merely, 
but a favorite. 

“*When we put together three 
things—first, the natural attraction 
between opposite sexes; secondly, the 
wife’s entire dependence on the hus- 
band, every privilege or pleasure she 
has being either his gift, or depend- 
ing entirely on his will; and lastly, 
that the principal object of human 
pursuit, consideration and all objects 
of social ambition can in general be 
sought or obtained by her only 

through him, it4would be a miracle if 
the object of being attractive to men 
had not become the polar star of 
feminine education and formation of 
character. 

“‘And this great means of influ- 
ence over the minds of women having 
been acquired, an instinet of selfish 
ness made men avail themselves of it 
to the uimo:t as a means of holding 
women in subjection by representing 
to them meekness, submissiveness and 
resignation of all individual will into 
the hands of a man as an essential 
part of sexual attractiveness,’ ” 4 
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Equal Rights 
WOODROW WILSON 
A LL who took part in the campaign for the political freedom of 


women must desire to bring their tribute at this time to the 


memory of our former President, because of the aid which he gave in 
the last period of the suffrage struggle, as well as because of the service 
which he rendered to other movements for human freedom. 


Although the Woman’s Party and President Wilson were political 
opponents until almost the conclusion of his Presidential career, when he 
at last came to realize the righteousness of the demand of American wom- 
en for political freedom, the Woman’s Party appreciates to the full the 
extremely valuable aid which Mr. Wilson finally gave to the suffrage 
movement. | 


Woodrow Wilson was President at a time when the long drawn-out 
movement for equal suffrage was approaching its conclusion, and to him 
fell the opportunity, as Chief Executive, to give powerful help to this 
movement. His vigorous support, although belated, was of great prac- 
tical service. We remember with grateful appreciation his determined 
effort to win the last needed votes in the House, in 1918. We remember 
that he continued this effort until those votes were secured and the suf- 
frage amendment had passed the House for the first time in our Nation’s 
history. We remember also his effort to secure the passage of the suf- 
frage amendment by the Senate, his visit to the Senate in person to urge 
the adoption of the amendment and his final winning of the last needed 
Senatorial vote while at the Peace Conference in Paris. 


The Woman’s Party, in common with all American citizens, mourns 
the passing of one of America’s great men—and also mourns the pass- 
ing of one who gave powerful support to the suffrage movement at a 
time when that support was a big factor in achieving the final victory. 


MOTHERS IN INDUSTRY 


"(HERE are two classes of people who can seldom be convinced in 
any argument; first, those whose living, pride or personal advantage 
depends upon their holding out, and second, those who reason exclu- 
sively with their emotions. The opposition to the Lucretia Mott amend- 
ment falls chiefly into these two categories. Office holders who draw 
their salaries from man-made organizations which have long upheld the 
principle of keeping women out of industry, naturally swear by all the 
gods that be that Equal Rights amendment would bring about disaster. 
If they admitted any other concept they would soon be out of a job, which 
is conclusive. | 


As for the sentimentalists they must reason with their emotions if 
they reason at all, for it is a conspicuous fact in cold logic that merely to 
deny a woman the right to work does not supply her or her children with 
board and lodging. The passage of a no-night-work law, a minimum 
wage law for women only, or an eight-hour day for females, does not nec- 
essarily carry with it a bonus to provide for physiological emergencies. 
Even more appalling are the regulations which automatically expel 
women from their positions upon marriage. “No woman should be com- 


_ pelled to work,” the sentimentalists will explain, “when in the next few 


weeks she mav be called upon to enter the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death to give life to another human being”! Quite true, the picture is 
shudderinglyv painful, but how “protective” legislation can mend the sit- 
uation is ambiguous. It may be assumed that no woman in the latter 
months of pregnancy desires to work. The reason pregnant women work 
is because they need the money and merely denying them the right to 
work does not provide them with bread and butter. It is a perfectly 
simple point in logic. Only maternity benefits or the endowment of 
motherhood or the creation of a new and glorious kind of husband, all 
of which perfectly compatible with the equal rights amendment can 
actually protect the pregnant woman. To suppose that restrictive legis- 
lation will do her any good whatsoever is to indulge in cruel nonsense 
and mawkish unreason, 


4 

Equal 
| 


February 16, 1924 


ARE WOMEN TRANSIENTS IN INDUSTRY? “NO” SAYS WOMAN’S BUREAU 
BULLETIN No. 32, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


ANDERSON, Director of the 
Woman’s Bureau of the United 
States Department of Labor, has trans- 
mitted, and the Department of Labor has 
published as “Bulletin of the Woman’s 
Bureau, No. 32,” a survey of “Women in 
South Carolina Industries.” Excerpts 
from this report were commented on in an 
article by Sue White in the issue of 
Equa. Ricuts of February 2. 

According to Miss Anderson’s letter of 
transmittal. dated June 8th, 1923, “The 
survey was directed by Ethel L. Best, the 
statistical material was prepared under 
the direction of Elizabeth A. Hyde and the 
report was written by Mary V. Robinson.” 

Had “Bulletin No. 32” been prepared 
with the idea of backing up the contention 
of the National Woman’s Party for Equal 
Rights for women in the industrial field, 
it could not have been made more convinc- 
ing as to the validity of the claim that the 
Equal Rights principle will benefit the 
woman in industry as in every other field. 

With the recognition of women as a 
permanent factor in the labor market, the 
principle of Equal Rights in industry as 
in other fields is imperative. Industrial 
conditions are cruel and _ should be 
changed. Legal restrictions of female 
wage earners, however, which do not ap- 


_ ply to male wage earners, though well in- 


tentioned, will not help women in “indus- 
try. Discriminations make the competi- 
tion for jobs and subsistance more cruel. 
The National Woman’s Party policy is: 


“Women shall no longer be barred 
from any occupation, but every occu- 
pation open to men shall be open to 
women, and restrictions upon the 
hours, conditions and remuneration 
of labor shall apply alike to both 
sexes.” 


In view of the conditions now recog- 
nized by the Woman’s Bureau of the De- 
partment of Labor, it is gratifying to note 
that the American Federation of Labor 
is to have a conference in Washington 
this month at which a nation-wide cam- 
paign for the organization of women 
workers into trade unions will be under- 
taken. Thus the gap in labor union or 
ganization work which the Woman’s 
Trade Union League was organized many 
years ago to fill seems now about to he 
filled by this most recent move of the 
Men’s Federation of Labor. 

Further comment on the following quo. 
tations from “Bulletin No. 32” seems un- 


necessary : 
[Eprtor’s Notre.—The italics in the following 
are ours.] 
“PAR: 
“The Workers 


“Apart from the pure mechanics of 


| \ the question, the requirements and 


By 


Chairman of the National Council of the 
Woman’s Party. 


safeguarding of the workers are of 
much greater significance than the 
structure and care of machines, since 
the well-being of the workers is im- 
perative not only for successful in- 
dustries, but for the organization 
that is at the base of all industry, 
namely, a thriving society. 
“Analysis of industrial forces 
proves that women constitute a large 
and important part of the wage- 
earning population throughout the 
country and in each industrial State. 
When so much of what was formerly 
women’s work was taken out of the 
home and developed into factory in- 
dustries, women were called upon 
still to conduct many of the opera- 
tions and thus were drawn into the 
army of those gainfully employed. 
Also, because of the present economic 
organization of the country, vast 
numbers of women are compelled to 
earn @ livelihood. The realization. 
therefore that women are indispens- 
able to the industrial world and that 
the industrial world is indispensable 
to them in their economic struggle 
has led to a study of women in indus- 


try. (Page 73.) 


“Age 

“Another theory also to be discard- 
ed is that women are transients in the 
industrial world; that girls go into 
factories, mills, and stores to fill in 
a gap between leaving school and get- 
ting married. A somewhat more de- 
tailed version of this idea is that. 
although young girls are driven by 
economic necessity to leave school 
and to go to work at an early age, 
they will be relieved in a few years 
from the need of earning a living by 
acquiring a husband to support them. 
An analysis of the facts serves to 
prove the fallacy in this argument. 
There were not only women of al! 
ages among the wage earners in South 
Carolina, but also a _ considerable 
number of women with husbands. 
(Page 75.) 


“Education and Training 


“One erroneous theory leads to an- 
other. The idea that women are tran- 
sients in industry is largely respon. 
sible for their lack of vocational 
training. Such a lack frequently is 
a great drawback to their industrial 
advancement. In only a few com. 
munities throughout the country. 
and South Carolina is not one of 
them, have women been admitted to 
or encouraged to attend the mublic 
vocational schools. (Pages 75, 76.) 

the majority of women in industry 
in South Carolina, as elsewhere, were 
engaged in work which they had not 
chosen nor prepared for, but had 
been forced into by economic neces. 


sity; that they had been without op- 
portunities for educational and trade 
advancement, and that with their 
limited training efficient adjustment 
in the economic world would be diffi- 
cult. (Pages 76, 77.) 


“Conjugal Condition 


“The old theory that women do not 
need trade training because they 
marry and abandon the industrial 
world also is being disproved. The 
prejudice against the employment of 
married women still lingers in some 
quarters, where there is refusal to 


. face the fact that it is frequently an 


economic necessity for married wom- 
en to engage in work outside the 
home, but did not seem to exist in 
South Carolina, where there was a 
strikingly large proportion of mar- 
ried women found among the wage 
earners. 


“Table XVII in the appendix shows 
that of 3,459 women reporting, only 
49.7 per cent. were single, whereas 
55.5 per cent. were married and 14.8 
per cent. were widowed, separated, 
or divorced. Accordingly, in all 
slightly more than one-half of the 
women reporting on this subject 
either were or had been married, a 
very striking testimony to the fact 
that marriage docs not necessarily 
mean a withdrawal of women from in- 
dustry. In fact, marriage with in- 
creased financial responsibilities 
means for some women an entrance 
into the industrial field. 


“< * * The girls in a mill com- 
munity usually go to work in some 
capacity as soon as they are old 
enough; in recent years 14 has been 
the legal maximum. They marry 
men who also are mill operatives and 
continue to work after marriage as 
before, except that in many cases 
they must shoulder heavier responsi- 
bilities. (Page 77.) 

“The question arises, Why were so 
many married women who, in most 
cases, had heavy home duties, the 
eare of the house and the family, 
found by the side of men in the mill 
and factory? Visits made by inves- 
tigators to the homes of these work- 
ing women disclosed that in virtually 
all cases the women’s financial con- 
tributions were needed to keen the 
family on the subsistence level. As 
explained by one woman who had con- 
tinued to work after marriage except 
for a short period at the birth of her 
child. ‘It takes all my husband makes 
to feed us. and what T make clothes 
us.’ Another woman, who was the 
mother of five children and who was 
working in a hosiery mill, tonched 
the heart of the problem when she re- 
marked, ‘My hushand doesn’t want me 
to work in the mill. but with five chil- 
dren you find trouble making both 
ends meet.’ Other married women 
whose husbands were ill or out of 
work were the whole or partial main: 
stay of the family, 


“A number of widows were inter- 
viewed who were compelled to be the 
breadwinners of the family as well 
as the homemakers. This situation is 
well illustrated by a widow who had 
been working as a mill operative for 
ten years in order to support her 
three boys. ‘I guess I have raised my 
family as well as any man could,’ she 
said. ‘I have been both father and 
mother to them, and that is more than 
a man could do.’ Case after case could 
be cited of women, widowed, divorced, 
or deserted, who had the full respon- 
sibility of earning a livelihood for 
their children. (Pages 77, 78.) 


“Living Condition 


with their families do not need such 
high wages as do those living inde- 
pendently is not only fullacious, but 
extremely vicious, since some employ- 
ers offer it as an excuse for low pay. 
Instead of the family income serving 
to supplement the girl’s wage, fre- 
quently it is only the addition of the 
virl’s earnings, meager though they 
are, that makes the family income 
adequate to the family’s needs. Defi- 
nite proof has been furnished that 
women who live at home have heavy 
financial responsibilities. They fre- 
quently must support not only them- 


selves, but dependents 9s well. Con- 


sequently, they may have even 
greater need for high wages than 
have certain other women who are 


Equal Rights 


boarding but who make no contribu- 
tion to the maintenance of others. 
A woman should be paid according 
to services rendered, and not accord. 
ing to whether she lives with her fam- 
ily or in a boarding house. In general, 
so slender is the wage earner’s pay 
envelope and so many are the de- 
mands made upon it—whether she is 
married or single, whether she is aid- 
ing in the support of others or main- 
taining only herself—that very clever 
management is necessary to enable 
her to meet the vicissitudes inherent 
in an industrial job, to keep her feet 
on the level of present subsistence, 
to wipe out past debts, and to save 
something for possible misfortune 
and for old age. (Page 79.) 


“The theory that women who live 


To the Law Revision Committee 


Mrs. Clarence M. Smith, New York State Chairman National 
Woman’s Party, made the following speech before Commission 
to Investigate Defects in the New York Law and Its Administra. 
tion at Bar Association Building, New York City, on Saturday, 
January 26, 1924: 


N submitting to you the brief showing in detail the legislation 

prepared by the National Woman’s Party to equalize the laws 

of New York and remove sex discriminations therein, our interest 

lies in the final release of woman from the class of a dependent. 
subservient being to which early civilization committed her. 


Many of the laws of this state at present hold women in a 
lependent class. They deny her as a mother a control of her 
children’s services and earnings equal to the father’s; they deny 
her, if married, under certain circumstances, the right to her own 
earnings in the home; they punish her for offenses for which men 
go unpunished; they acknowledge the husband’s property right 
in his wife’s services by granting him compensation for loss of 
her services and earning capacity in case she is injured through 
negligence of a third party; they deny to women the right to sit 
on juries, and discriminate against her in other respects, more 
fully set forth in the attached brief. 


The fundamental law of this State is the English common law. 
under which a married woman was subject to the will of her hus- 
band and without legal identity; the husband was the sole head 
of the house; the father was the guardian of the minor child and 
had the control of its education and the benefit of its labor. “A 
mother as such” was entitled to no power, but only to “reverence 
and respect.” 

Haphazard modifications of this old law by unrelated statutes 
have created the present anomalous lesu! position of women, in 
which there is no uniformity. 

These laws are not the creation of this age, but the fact that 
they are still tolerated on our statute books shows the hold of vld 
traditions upon us. 

We therefore urge the revision of these antiquated laws affect- 
ing the status of women, in order to create harmony between the 
laws of New York State and modern conditions. | 

We also urge that all laws restricting the labor of women in 
industry be revised and made applicable to both men and women. 

We contend that in the field of labor, restrictions should not 
be placed upon womengplone, because such restrictions make it 
more difficult for women to compete with men in earning a live- 
lihood. 

We point out that women have always performed the unpaid 
labor of the world, without a protest from any one as to whether 
it was beyond her strength. It is only when women enter the 
ficld of paid labor that there is concern about her welfare, 


NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


If restrictive laws are considered a benefit to the individual! 
and te the race, we ask that such laws apply to both men and 
women. In that way the individual will benefit, the race will 
benefit and women will not be handicapped in earning a liveli- 


hood. 
“eee COUNTY is a wild Western locality twelve 
miles from Three Rivers and an equal distance from the 
railroad where the how] of the coyote disturbs the slumbers of the 
natives and oil derricks convert the brushy prairies into what 
seems to be a mechanically built forest. With the aid of Uncle 
Sam’s Postal Service I succeeded in gathering at one house a 
group of women, who came in cars, wagons and on horses, accom. 
panied by some dozen self-invited men. 

“When the object of the meeting was stated business picked up. 
and we had one of the most wildly enthusiastic gatherings ever 
witnessed and in full keeping with the surroundings. 

“A unit of ten members was formed known as The Callohaun 
Unit of the National Woman’s Party, with Mrs. O. H. Provines 
as local chairman. 


A Colorful Letter From Texas 


“(Signed) Datta Corman. 
“District Chairman National Woman's Party.” 


Miss Egan Writes F rom Louisiana 
ISS LAVINIA EGAN, organizer for the National Woman’s 
Party in Louisiana, writes as follows from Mt. Lebanon. 


“T spoke in Homer on the evening of the 28th of January to 
a fine audience of both men and women by invitation of the 
Delphian Chapter of that place. I attended a meeting of the 
Homer Branch of the National Woman’s Party; secured 
four renewal subscriptions to Equant Rieuts and one new 
member.” 


News From Oklahoma 


IIE first convention of the Oklahoma state branch of the 
National Woman’s Party was held February 3 and 4 at 
the Skirvin Hotel in Oklahoma City, and several women from 
Tulsa attended it, according to Mrs. E. B. Bennett, vice-presi- 
dent of the state organization. Mrs. Bennett is a lawyer and 
actively interested in the Woman’s Party. Mrs. Florence E. Cobb 
of Wewoka is state chairman of the organization. 
On the afternoon of the third, Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles of 
Delaware, one of the ablest speakers in the Woman’s Party, who 


is making a speaking tour of the southwest, gave a public 


address in the ballroom of the Skirvin Hotel. The business 
sessions of the convention were held during Monday, and Monday 
evening a dinner was tendered Mrs. Hilles, at which many 
women prominent in state and nationa)] affairs spoke, | 


6 
q 


February 16, 1924 


Illinois Has Popular Headquarters 

HE Illinois Branch of the National Woman’s Party kept 

open house at its new headquarters Saturday, January 19th, 
from 2 to 6 o’clock. Dr. Frances Dickinson, the State Chairman ; 
Rebecca Hourwich, National Organizer in Illinois; Katharine 
Fisher, Headquarters Secretary; Mary Caroline Taylor; State 
Treasurer, and Bertha E. Moller, member of the Board, received 
the members as they came in. Mrs. Mariner and Mrs. Rodgerson 
of Chicago served tea at a Russian samavor. 

The Illinois headquarters inaugurated a series of teas from 
4 to 6 o’clock each. day with a different hostess in charge. The 
hostess is chosen from among the membership and invites her 
own friends to tea; the entire membership getting an announce- 
ment every two weeks of the hostesses for that period. 

January 21st—Mrs. Marion C. Bogart of New York was the 
first hostess inviting principally business women; she herself 
being a bond saleswoman. | 


January 22nd—Mrs. Everett W. Osgood, a member of the Wom- 
en’s Roosevelt League followed. 


January 23—Miss Edith Phelps of the John Crerar Library 


January 24—Miss Avice Martin, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Z. E. Martin of No. 6700 South Shore Drive and one of Chicago’s 
charming debutantes. 

January 25—Miss Mary Caroline Taylor, great grand-daughter 
of the first white man to settle in Illinois, and one of the distin- 
guished graduates of the University of Chicago, winning every 
scientific honor the University had to offer. 


January 26—Mrs. Charles E. Fisher, President of the Maywood 
Women’s Club completed the first week’s hostesses. 


January 28—Mrs. Augustus G. Batchelor, Chairman of the 
First Congressional District of the Illinois Branch and pioneer 
supporter of Equal Rights. 

January 29th—Mrs. H. C. Lammers, Chairman of the Tenth 
Cuugroesional District of the Illinois PRranch and an activo 
Evanston Club woman. 


January 30—Mrs. Robert M. Buck, mother of six attractive 
children, active in the labor movement and the wife of Robert 
Buck, editor of the “New Majority,” the official organ of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

January 31—Mrs. Zara McKenzie Rice, well-known Christian 
Science Practitioner. 


February 1—Mrs. Elizabeth M. Melchert, legislative chairman 
of the Clyde Women’s Club. 


February 2—Miss Florence Holbrook, State Chairman of Ad- 
ministrative Women in Education, and member of the State 
Board. 

A nominal charge of ten cents is made for the tea and it is 
hoped that the teas will eventually pay for the running expenses 
of the office. So far each afternoon has brought in several women 
and new members and new workers. It creates a definite social 
pleasure where women can be sure of dropping in and hearing 
something about the Woman’s Party. Mrs. T. Vernette Morse, 
Chairman of the Homemakers’ Council, has lent the headquarters 
a very handsome serving electric samavor. 


Meetings at which Rebecca Hourwich has spoken are: 


Tuesday, January 8th, at 3 o’clock, at the Park Manor Women’s 
Club. There were about seventy-five women present and at this 
meeting Mrs. Guy T. Robinson joined and has since become a 
member of the State Advisory Board, anxious to help in every 
way. 

Thursday, January 10th, at 3 o’clock, at the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury Club of Maywood, at the home of Mrs. Pabodie, at which 
there were about fifteen women. At this meeting Miss Lucy 
Noyes promised to be Maywood’s Chairman for Equa Ricuts, 
Mrs. Charles E. Fisher, a member of our State Advisory Board, 
promised to go on the Maintenance Committee of headquarters, 
paying $1 a month. 


Sunday, January 13th, at 3 o’clock, at the Washington Park 
Forum, at which were present at least a hundred men and 
women. This meeting was well advertised in the papers by the 
Forum itself, and the subject created very lively discussion. 

Monday, January 21st, at 9 o’clock, had a meeting of the Pub 
lic Club of the Women’s Benefit Association at the Masonic Tem. 
ple, Halsted and 55th streets, at which were present about 250 
women. 


Miss Emeline Tricka, who has become a member of the State 
Advisory Board and is Commander of this benefit association, 
at her own expense has sent out mimeographed letters to three 
hundred of the members of the association, enclosing in her letter 
literature and a membership card and urging each member to 
join the Woman’s Party and help in the Equal Rights movement. 

Thursday, January 24th, at 3 o’clock: The women’s organiza- 
tion of the Lower Memorial Baptist Church, at the home of Mrs. 
F. E. Stryker, a new member who joined at the Park Manor 
Women's Club. 


COMMENTS OF THE PRESS 
From The Catholic Citizen, London England, January 15, 1924. 
HE “Conference number” of Equat Ricuts (November 24) is 
full of the wonderfully successful Women’s Conference just 


held in Washington, with the deputation to President Coolidge, 
which evoked an unexpectedly cordial reply. To non-American 


women the most important incident of the Conference was un- 
doubtedly the adoption of a resolution, moved by Mrs. Belmont. 
that the National Women’s Party should summon and organize 
on a large scale, an International Women’s Parliament a year 
hence, for the discussion of all subjects of importance to women. 
We shall look forward with much interest to the development of 
this ambitious project, which we believe our American sisters, 
quite capable of carrying to a successful issue. 

We particularly regret to note that the National Council of 
Catholic Women, so we gather from their Bulletin, are opposed to 
the Equal Rights amendment to be brought before Congress. 


Put Women on Juries 
Washington (D. C.) Herald. 


id” pote women on juries and relieve the strain of service on 
the men. | 

“When the women received the suffrage in New York State. 
an effort was made to let them serve on juries. 


“There was no serious objection, but it was found that the law 
would not permit it. It was said at the time that the law would 
be changed at once. 

“That was five years ago, but the women are still barred. Of 
course, they should serve. If they can vote, why can they not 
assist in applying the law? They do it across the river in New 
Jersey and in most other States. 

“That is one aspect of the case—the right or wrong of it. 

“Just as important is the question of expediency. 


“The laws are for both sexes, but the administration is entirely 
in the hands of men. 

“It is a hard thing for a business man to leave his occupation 
and serve for two weeks in court. A cut of one-half in the time of 
service for men would. be a blessing to those often called away 
when the time is inopportune. The time of men jurors could 
thus be cut if half the jurors were women. 

“Finally, many housewives would be glad of the opportunity. 
The hours are from 10 to 4 or 5, which are the hours most free in 
the home. There are fees, welcome pin money. 


“The New York legislator who puts through a law putting 
women on juries will earn the gratitude of both sexes.” 


AN APPEAL FOR FUNDS 


By Bernice Marks SrTearns 


(Chairman Twenty-fifth Congressional District, 
New York Branch of the Woman’s Party) 


HERE is our sense of proportion? This was my query 
when I read in this week’s paper of a benefit performance 
and large donations for a hospital for Cats and Dogs in New 
York City. I am a lover of animals, but nevertheless it filled me 
with contempt to think that large sums of money can be so readily 
collected for the alleviation of the suffering of household pets, 
while the National Woman’s Party has such difficulty in securing 
support for the cause of the emancipation of American women! 
The public responds generously to appeals for sick women, 
poverty-stricken widows, delinquent and defective girls and other 
groups of socially unfit and maladjusted women. But the nor- 
mal, healthy, well-equipped woman citizen struggling for full 
legal, civil and political rights, receives small response to her 
appeal for aid in her fight for a better position. 

The feminist movement aims to reach the root of all evils due 
to the subjection of women. It aims to give women all the 
rights, privileges and immunities now granted alone to men. No 
more fundamental movement confronts the women of today. 

Why can our generous givers not be made to understand this 
bigger and broader way of helping women to help themselves? 
Given representation in all governing bodies in the nation, the 
state, the school, the church; given Equal Rights before the law 
in the administration of property; given freedom to contract for 
the labor of their hands and complete control over their earnings, 
would not the wives and mothers of this country be better able to 
help themselves? When the campaign of the Woman’s Party 
succeeds, women ‘vill be given an equal voice in legislation to end 
child labor, to bring about uniform divorce laws, to regulate 
illegitimacy and to provide better sanitary conditions. Woman 
will then take her place side by side with man as an equal part- 
ner in marriage and an equally responsible servant of her com- 
munity. 

To you, members of the Woman’s Party, I would make this 
plea. You are in the vanguard as pioneers in the movement for 
women’s rights. You know the issue—its scope and importance. 
You realize the obstacles in its path and understand the necessary 
steps toward its attainment. Therefore, devote yourselves whole- 
heartedly to the ideal and be not swerved from your purpose by 
the many other appeals which come to you. Do not diversify 
your interests nor spread your influence over many undertakings. 
Leave other work to other women who do not yet feel the vital 
need of liberation and save yourselves for this cause which as 
yet has fewer devotees. 

Everyone can be an active member! Consider the wide scope 
of activity and choose the type best suited to your help along 
your own lines. If you cannot do organization work, nor go 
on delegations, nor plan meetings, nor make speeches, you can 
always do propaganda work! You can make converts wherever 
you are by presenting the case of the Woman’s Party in its true 
light, thereby disabusing people’s minds of the false ideas which 
they may’have formed. Talk Equal Rights to the women of your 
acquaintance. You will find that opposition is based on ignorance 
of the facts rather than disapproval of the idea. Think Equal 
Rights and read the newspapers with an eye to discriminations! 
You will find ample illustrations staring at you from every sheet 
of news! Keep up with the work of our Party and gather infor- 
mation for its spokesmen. Above all, feel Equal Rights and burn 
with righteous indignation at the sex discriminations which are 
apparent in your daily life. 

If you need inspiration to spur you on, pay a visit to our 
National Headquarters in Washington, where you will be so 
deeply impressed by the untiring zeal and unselfish devotion of 
your leaders that you will be imbued with the determination to 
stand back of them in doing your share in the work of the 


emancipation of women. 


Equal Rights 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 


REASURER’S REPORT, National Woman’s Party, Capito! 
Hill, Washington, D.C. Auditor: Nettie Trail, C. P. A. 


Receipts of National Headquarters December 7, 1912, to Feb. 


ruary 1, 1924, $1,242,478.99. 


Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts, Feb- 


ruary 1, 1924, to February 7, 1924: 


Mrs. Frederick Guest, N. Y.. 50.00 
Miss FE. Le Gallienne, N. Y.. 100.00 
Miss Theresa Helburn, N.Y. 10.00 
Mrs. J. W. Thomas, Ill......... 10.00 
Mrs. Allen Jones, D. C....... 1 
Dr. Helen B. Salnik, Iil...... 1 
Mrs. FE. J. Wissman, N. Y.... 1 
Mrs. V. Lee Gram, N. Y..... 1 


Per Massachusetts Branch: 

Miss Abbie Fitz.................. 
Miss P. B. Dasgutta, Germ’y 
Miss Susan R. Knox, N. Y.. 


Per New York City Comm.: 
Miss Minnie L. Copeland 
Mrs. Ralph 8. Foss........... 
Mrs. Marcia M. Sweling.. 
Miss M. G. McMamon _ 
Mrs. Elizabeth H. Sterling 
Miss H. Fisher........ 
Miss Rose Sommerfeld _. 
Miss Julia Rosenberg 
Miss Marcella Malone...... 
Mrs. Jennie F. Carkuk . 
Miss Helen L. Bridges .. 
Miss Margaret Brown _. 
Miss Harriet Cohen .... 

Mra. L. M. Fouts. D. C......... 

Miss Lavinia Dock, Pa. _. 10.00 

Mrs. Wm. P. Turner, Col 

Mrs. L. W. Carnahan, D. C. 


Colorado Branch: 
Mrs. Florence N. Loomis 
Mrs. Clara Meservey..... 
Mrs. Lida B. Benton ... 4 
Mrs. Anna V. Scholton..... 
Mrs. Fuphemia Wallace . 


Luncheon proceeds........ 
Mrs. Niesseiwacn, Germ y 


Miss L. V. Keatley, D. C... 
Mrs. A. W. Spenhoofer, D.C. 
Mrs. Edna Edler, D. C......... 
Miss Marion Hastings, Va . 
Mrs. Oril Norseth, D. C. | 
Mrs. Elizabeth Shearn, N.Y. 
Miss H. G. Hartley, Pa..... 

Miss Sadie M. Morse, Mass. 
Mrs. Corinne C.Collins, D.C. 
Mrs. B. Schoenstadt, D. C..... 
Mrs.C. B. Baker, D. C........ 
Mrs. Harriet C. Brown, D. C 
Mrs. M. G. Morison, D. C..... 


SESE 


Mrs. F. K. Smith, D. C........ 1.00 

Mrs. A. L. Day, D. C............ 1.09 

Per Pennsylvania Branch: 
Mrs. K. G. Halligan........... 5.00 
Mrs.C. E. Grammer....... 5.00 
Mrs. K. Kempter................. 5.00 
Mrs. A. Martin.............. 5.00 
MissIda Gibb...................... 5.00 
Mrs. G. E. Stradling.......... 5.00 


Mrs. Elsie Gartan............. 
Mrs. R. G. Commers.......... 


Mrs. Mary Manly-Power... 
Miss A. Pennypacker.......... 
Miss K. Newman................ 


Miss D. Grammer.............. 
Mrs. H. 8. Greims, Conn ...... 
Miss E. C. Johnson, D. C........ 


er California Branch: 


E 


Miss Elizabeth A. Cougar. 5O 
Miss Katherine Cougar. .. 5O 
Miss Jennie H. Dryden .. 50 
Miss Mary C. Blufuss...... 50 
Miss Elizabeth Bower .... 
Miss Satella J. Penman _ 50 
Miss Jennie Ladd............... 
Miss La Ome Ladd....... Bee 50 
Mrs. Nellie B. Stewart .... 50 
Mrs. Emily Yates............... 
Mrs. Lucy H. Murpby........ 50 
Mrs. Anna Judkins............ 
Mrs. Lucy R. Ripley, N. Y.... 1.00 
Mrs. A. J. Rose, N. Y............ 10.00 
Miss Mary Winsor................. 46.30 
Receipts from bridge party 23.25 
Rent of rooms at Headq’r’s 283.00 
Sale of literature.................... 11.60 
Total receipts through 
Feb. G, ................. $1,014.98 
Total receipts, Dec. 7, 1912, 


to Feb. 7, 1924............ $1,243,493.97 


York City: 


Culture.” 


Public cordially invited 


BALTIMORE OPEN FORUM 
HAZAZER’S HALL, 111 WEST FRANKLIN STREET 


Every Sunday, 3 P. M. 


SPEAKERS: 
February 17—CHARLES W. ERVIN, Editor New York Call, 1915-28: 
“Mexico’s Struggle for Democracy.” 


February 24—JUDGE JACOB PANKEN, Municipal Court of New 
“Social Aspects of the Law.” 


March 2—FRANK P. WALSH: “Tom Mooney, Industrial Martyr.” 


March 9—JOHN COWPER POWYS, English Poet and Critic: 
“Salvaging Civilization Through the Art of Self- 


March 16—SENATOR ROYAL 8. COPELAND, New York: “Health 
and Housing: National Issues.” 


Questions from the Peer. 


Kansas Woman’s Journal 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Published in Interest of Women, 
Children and Home. 


—Br— 
LILLA Day 
ear 
“Join Our Joutial Family 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


Printers 
LIGHT AND LOMBARD STREETS 
Entrance on Balderston Street 
BALTIMORE 


Mrs. Alfred Rossin, N. Y...... $200.00 | 
| 
Dr. R. W. Lathrop.............. 
Mrs. L. R. Goode................ | 
Mrs.C. L. Mitchell............. 
Dr. E. E. Schmelz.......... 
Mrs. Pope Yeatman...... 
Miss A. Marke...... | 
| 
| 

| 

| 


